REMARKS 

This is a preliminary amendment filed in a continuation application of serial 
number 10/213,879. which is a continuation of serial number 09/702.995. in this 
preliminary amendment claims 16-23 are presented which were the same claims as in 
the parent application and which have now been further amended and claims 24 and 25 
have been added.* 

All claims are now limited to having a surface layer which consists essentially of 
a low friction polynrier and this is consistent with the preferred embodiment in the 
specification. These claims all require a surface or ball contact layer which consists 
essentially of a low friction polymer. No such tee is shown nor suggested in the prior 
art. 

The issue fee has not been paid in the parent application and applicant will 
expressly abandon such application upon receiving the filing receipt for this continuation 
application. Claims 18-20 were allowed in the parent application and applicant 
expresses his appreciation for such allowance. 

It is believed now that all claims as presently presented are patentable. A 
favorable action is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William D. Lee, Jr. 
Registration No. 22,660 
McNAIR LAW FIRM, PA 
P.O. Box 10827 
Greenville, SC 29603-0827 
Telephone: (864)232-4261 
Attorney for the Applicant 
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